HPS200 Short Written Assignment Rubric
Total Word Count – 750-1000 words

Short Essay Prompts

1. Using UofT’s library catalog, find a peer-reviewed scientific journal article. Identify a set of values being implicitly assumed by the article, and demonstrate how they shape the way the study was conducted. Suggest (or find in the literature) a way of conducting a study which does not assume those values, or which has a different values emphasis. 

2. In class, we looked at various arguments to the effect that the scientific method is a work in progress. First, identify an issue that is causing difficulties for scientists in their research. Then, imagine you could re-design the process of research. How would you re-design it, and why? 

3. Identify a recent (past 3 years) science news article which misrepresents the research is it reporting on in some way. Explain how the news article differs from the original research. Suggest some ways in which the reporting could be improved. 

Writing /25
· Is the writing clear? 
· Is it concise? (no repetitive sections?)
· Are the spelling and grammar good?
· Is there sufficient explanation for the main points?

Identification /10
· For 1, has the student identified an appropriate scientific journal article, and values which underwrite it?
· For 2, has the student identified  an issue causing problems for scientists in their research?
· For 3, has the student identified a science journalism article which misrepresents the science in some important way?
Description /20
· For 1, has the student demonstrated that the values identified are in fact being assumed by the article?
· For 2, has the student described a sensible way in which the scientific method could be redesigned? Have they explained why their suggestion would be an improvement?
· For 3, has the student adequately described both the journalistic and scientific work, as well as the important differences between the two?

Suggestion /20
· For 1, has the student suggested a reasonable way in which a different study could be conducted with different values, and explained the difference?
· For 2, has the student suggested a reasonable way in which the scientific method could be redesigned, and explained how the change would be an improvement?
· For 3, has the student suggested a reasonable way in which the reporting could be improved, and explained why their suggestion is an improvment?

Citations /10
· Are citations provided where appropriate?
· Are those citations properly formatted?

Originality /15
· Is the project overall original?
· Is it creative?
